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I BRUTAL
Bw (CcnHnued from JHfrrt PaqrA

B taring u to tha selentlfle ralne of electricity

K. tneani of execution. "

HW Dr. Carlo F. McDonald, who huill along

0Kv frored the new Idea, said tlmplrt

K ' 1 think the execution was a succeea. It

fK" Is troo that the first application of theelec- -
ET trie current did not.exlnlgnleh the life of

V the inblect. but It wu quite erident that he

HE, experienced no enfferlng and died without a

K pain."
Wkgk These expression were gathered from the

FBI' medical eiperti while ther were down to the

Klf" hotel for a light breakfast.
BlK The antopiy waa adjonrnfd for half an

Ik$ hour to allow time for breakfast
Hu Tnc wtTHXsnia haooard.

Be It wu noticeable that those who fint

H emerged from the scene of death were pale.

Hfij: haggard and perturbed.
IMP Qmnby. the tint to come out. waa no- -

EK tleeeblyio, buteaoh of them reported that

Vt' the experiment had been entirely success- -

fift' fnl, except Dr. J. M. Jenklna. or Auburn,

Mh; who choked something down hla throat as

Wm, he replied)

mat. "No. he did not die like the anap or your

K thumb."
IK Dut the doctor would go no further.
BE Dr. Fell hai been an enthusiast for electro--

E cation for year, and that probably account)

?K for hit farorable report.

W The medical men hare now returned to

ft pfiion and are engaged on the autopsy.

W Joe Vellng. tho Buffalo Deputy Bheriff.

m who aaalated Warden Duraton at the execn- -

V tlon, waa inrited to be preaent at the reiueat
B otKeinrnler.

K lie waa with the man when the clergyman

I knelt in prayer with him, and at Kemmlefa
M request aaslated In adjuating the condemned

Ek man in the death-chai- r.

mL Kemmler looked upon him with an ox- -

jK presslon of affection.

!5t Tellng cut Kemmler'a hair a half hour

gfe, before he took hla scat in the chair, and
TjK once when the Buffalo man atepped out of

w'i the cell for a moment, Kemmler called

Wt plaintively:
Mit "Don't leaje me, Joe."
vmt Kemmler removed hla coatbimeelf. pre.

f,l' paratoryto getting In the chair, and waa

SB" about to remoro hla Teat whtu the Warden

IK ld :

KHf "Oh. I think that'a not neceaaary.

P William, you're all right,"
jfip Kemmler'a Tret and ihlrt were alltted up

mt the back to make room for the application
W of the electrode to the spinel column, and

3e' that part of the work the Warden performed

JK hlmaelf.

S A Expert Huntley alepped upon the train
W' whloh carried him away from tho city, he

fjff raids
3flt "No an can depict In nnrdi the tap--

JR parent faerrlhle afterlng! of tbmt peer
' devil la Ilia tnterrals between the flrat

and sresnd eipplleKllen of tb electric
tfc current.
iffi "Brery ons la tbe room lout hla bend.

Hw I weald net think 01,000 an Inilarr.
Kr' ment far wltneielnc another eUelrocu- -

Ww tlon."

mfW The Autopsy's Awful Disclosures.
'.B larrciAt. to the itiki(I wori.ii. 1

U Acddbn, Auk. a. The autopsy on Kemm- -

BfJ' ler'a body was completed at noon, and It

KK revealed a state of affaire more horrible
IHk ' ttian even those thought who aaw tbe poor

Kxfe fellow suffering in agony and heard hla half.
RB? stifled groans.

K , Dr. William T. Jenkins, whom Dr. Bhrady
HtS' ' says Is the greatest man In New York at an
Hp autopsy, conducted the post mortem with

Kit Dra. Bhrady, Daniels. Bpltzka aud Mac- -
'"Jfih Donald as assistants,

Kb It was found that at the bate of the splnsl

;W column tbe eleotrode had burned a place
KB' as large as the palm of a man's hand.

MS The uutcles were baked clear to the bone.
HD On the top of the head the scalp waa
HRK burned off, the skull wsa almost calcined,
HjJL and underneath the brain was actually

Sjf baked.

& Dr. Bhrady says the experiment was far
HfR from successful, from a scientific point of
BBS view, and as to the question of whether it
HjK was humane or not the publio can easily de.
BjjW ciae.

Kp "I do not think that the poor fellow auf.
BLeaw fared any pains from tbeie burns, but that
BjBJBB interval between the flrat and laat applies.

hiW tioau dI tDn electric current It was four and
jJB abalf minutes, for a watch showed it in the

fjf bands of my next-do- neighbor thst aw
BJjK fnl little interim when the chest of the man
BJIk beared aud waa oonTulaed. was a most moat

FE tenlfio mental strain upon every mau in
BW that room.
HBf "I wantnever again to witness anything
Hw like that. Yon mar kill a man, but xiu.BS him,"
BjJK. Kemmler'a brslo wai In a perfectly aonnd

IK twndltion, aside from the baking, lis waa

HHf av healthy young man of con.
BSr alderstle vitality.

f The autopsy shows that beyond a donbt

Bfa the electric current killed him, but tbeHt manner In which the vital( spark was ex.
tlngulahad must b stated.by the otUcisl re--

Bflc portotthaautopay.

BfJ , " Worao Than Hanging-,- " Bays Dr,
Bfti Bhrady.

jA tflai. to rasas iki assocutioi.
B'f-- Acbpbs, Auff. 0. With tho nsing of to--

Bfm' day's tun William Kemmler pasted into

J8 history as the first man executed by else.He tncity,
BBS At e. ll the exeoutiontr touched the llvir1 complstiog the circuit.
BBk Instantly Kemmler'a arms pahe4 out atIff tveu the straps allovd. the ringers opened
BUB and eloted, the body stiffened and then allBi WM Still.

Bflr The current was irregular, the voltmeter
BK fljrluK btck and forth Utwteu 800 andBS 1,300 volts.

At the end of serdnteen second the cur
rent was broken.

In a second the chest relaxed and some-

thing; like a gaap was given forth.
Every one was sure Kemmler was not yet

dead.
Cm. Bpltzka and McDonald looked at

Kemmler a second and then gave a motion
to apply the enrrent again.

The executioner cloned the lever. Bome
rigidity of the body was seen sa before.
Froth began coming from the month.

The circuit wsa broken several tlmea, each
break being followed by lelstation.

At the end of thirty-tw- o secnndi the enr-
rent waa finally broken. Kemmler'a cheat
fllL'htly collapted and he waa dead beyond
donbt.

After half an hour the electrodes were re-

moved.
The hair on the head waa not burned and

there were no marks on the back.
Dr. McDonald, l'realdent of the Stite

Lunacy CommiKilon, said after tho event!
" The Htate ought never to have made the

Warden exocnto criminals. sch time It
will be the aame tvay. They ought to have
special men, experts, under employ. As
long as we have capital pnulahment. It
ahould not degenerate Into mere experi-
ment. Undoubtedly Kemmler was alive
after tbe Dial ahoek, thoaghnnt suffering. "

Dr. Bhrady, den. Grant's old phvaician.
aaid:

"The execution waa brutal worae, I

think, than hanging. It probably was tint
painful, but the failure to kilt at tbe first
application waa barbarous."

Tho Wnrdon's Do nth Cortlflcato.
Uncut, to Tire avrnrKo wnstn i

Atinimx. Aug. 0. The certificate of
Warden Duraton, that ho had executed
William Kemmler In obedience to the order
of the conviction of Juatlco Childs, was
signed by tho twenty-flv- o witnesses to tho
execution at 10. .10 o'clock this morning.

It will be filed with the County Clerk of
Erie County.

Its text Is as follows :

Court of Over ana ;

2'ic projtie or Hi' Wile of --Wu J'orV
agcitnn tl'IMaiit A'diltiiier. vtMrwItr knoion
at John or'.
StiwUnf Jff in'k, rtmly tf OayHqat i

I, Charles F. Duraton, Agent aud Warden
or Auburn Mtsle l'rfiion. at Auburn, County
or Camus. Htate or .ew Vorl., ilo hereby
certify. pnriiaut to section AH8 ot the Co.lo
or Criminal l'roceduro of the Htate of Now
xnrk. that in obedience to and In conformity
with tbo Judgment aud sentence of the
above named Court and tho warrants of said
Court, a copr or which is horeunto
annexed. I. said Agent aud Uirdeu, of the
ald State prison. In the City of Aulmrii,
County of Cayuga, atate of New York,
on the alxth day of Aumiat, IRtlU,
did attend upon tbo execution of
aid ludcmont and sentence, end that

tho said William Kemmler, otherwise called
John Hart, the convict therein mention,). 1,
was thon and there to wit. and placed forth-
with ami oxecuted in conformity to said
Judgment ami -- enlence or said Court.

And in acoordsneo with the provisions of
the Code of 'riinmal Procedure, of
the Htato of New York i do further
certifv that the persons whose names
are hereinafter slcned were persons
invited by me, an anch Agent and Warden of
aaid Htate prison, to he present at said exe.
cutiou, and thai said peraona wore ail thepersons present to wUiicks theesccntinn of
aaid Judgment and sentence upon William
hemmler, otherwise John Hart.

Dated at Auburn, County of Caruga.Btate
of New Yrk, on the- - 0th day of Aucueti
IHI'0. CiunLii F. DprsTiiv,

Apont and Warden.
We, tho undersigned, being the persona,

and all the peisona, present and wltneaalnu
the execution of tho Judgment and aeuteuce
aet rorth by the foregoing certificate, do
hereby, pursuant to such statute made andprovided, and at tbe oityuf Auburn, county
or Cayuga. Htate or New York, aforeaaid.au
the sixth of Annual, isno. nulicrlbe theforegoing cartiflcste. (rjnirml).

J.ODIB )UK it,
J. M. Jkvkivs,
JuMrrit Fowlxb,
('. SI. Danm,
W. .1. Natxis,
W. T. Jr.Naixs,
Henry A. Aimtir.
A. J'. HouTnwicK,
O. A. IlntidiiTox,
C li. JIUNtLV.r,
11. K..A1XIS0!,
T. h. Hmiii.
HoiiK.nT Dt'NLAr,
E. a Hl'IT7K.
GAM.OB F. .Ml'DOKALD.
(lEoitciE E. l'r.i.u
Oi.ivkb A, Jr.M:ir(a,
Joru Vr.LtNO,
llonTlo Yatrh,
TlIAUT C. HrCEEB.
MirilAEI. CoNWAT,
(tronnr O. lli.Ain,
Frank W. II.u'k,
(Ir.omiit F, Hiiiunv,
(iEonoE . Ininu.

First Btorles of tho Exaoutlon.
IsnciALTo TBI eviniso woni.nj.

AtmonN, Aug. n. Thoro waa little satis,
faction to be gained from witnesses to tbo
execution when they first undo their exit
from the priinn,

Apparently they deemed it discreet not to
fully reteal the horrors ot tbe acuue they
hsd Just witnmet.

Dlatrict Attorney Otiimhy. of Erie County
the man who proaectited Kemmler for hla
crime, emergod from the prison at T.oua.m.
looking depreeaed aud dejected, he said;
"ltlsalloter. Hetlicdas quick as that,"
snapping bis finger.

The excitement In the crowd at the an-

nouncement made by District-Attorne- y

Quimby was intense, and everybody Jostled
each other to get nearer to tbe Iron gratings.

No one else appeared on the iron stoop,
however, for some tune and the crowd
simmered down to quietness.

It was 7.'-'-0 when heads began to appear
In the wlndowa of Warden Dmaton's office.

Dr. '1. K, Knilth, emerging ten minutes
later, gave thia account:

"The deed was done at fl,40 o'clock.
Kemmler w aa full of ner e. Ilo said as tbey
led him nut:

" 'Take your time, now; do It right.'
"Thrntthen thespouges were not placed

on bis besd firm enough he saidi 'I'm down
hard.'

" 'What h'svo yon to say, William Kemra
ler;' asked Wsidcu Dura'ton.'' Nothing! only good-b- boys. I with
you all good luck. '

"Theualttr a moment heitdded: 'I with
you all good luck, boys, (looj.by. '

Tbe twitch was worked on the board In an
adjoining room by some person whose uaiue
will probably be unknown forersr.

There a a slight twitching, and all was
over, Wliltam Kemmler w iletd in a wink.

Chaplsiu Yates and llev. Mr. Houghton
wore very tad faces and Here solemnly silent
when tho emerged arm in arm from tbe
prison.

rBATINO. WITH TUE MCBPEREB.
Chaplain YaUa would say uothiug. They

had repaired direi'tly to Keiuoiler's cell ou
entering the prison,

There they knelt aud prayed with ami for
the youpu mau about to past from the world
to another.

I.awre:.co Donlau.htnuelf adetout Catho-
lic, eroa-e- l himtelf as he left tbe scene, and
old Dan 1 McXaiU'litoii knelt humbly in a
distant corner of tho little room, while the
reverend gentlemtn prayed, tint Chaplsiu
Yates ami then the pastor of IDs fashionable
Metbodiat churob.

Kemmler. with hit head half burled In his
bands on the cot that, had besu hit bed of

j peaceful reit for fifteen montm. gave no
sign of any emotion.

At the cliae of prayera Dr. Iiuuhton took
i the bands of the doomed man end in his
' gentle voice drew from him tbe disjoints J

i
worth:

KEHULKR'm BTFE'tTASIT WORDS.
I as btd-wic- kei I aw sorry I did aa

V

awfnl deed. I should be punished for It,

"lam ready to take my punishment, I
ought lo die, 1 shall die game. "

The two good men talked a little further
to him and then withdrew,

A few minutes later Kemmler waa led
from the cell and placed in the chair of
death.

ins arms nouxn.
Hla arms were honnd to tho armt of the

etiait. hla legs to the rest.
The mask, an oval plec of leather with an

opening over tho mouth large enough to
permit of free breathing, was placed over
the fare and buckled behind the head-ren- t,

holding the bead firmly in placo,

wAnnr.M pciwtok'r nEMAnxs.

Then Warden Duraton addrtaaed the
witneaaea, who had been disposed

about the little room.
The Warden said he had always done his

bett to make the last days of his prisoner on
esrth at pleasant as possible aud atrived to
lift him by edncatlon and the companion-ahlpo- f

good, (lod. fearing men out of the
slough Into which hla former life had
pitmged him.

He had carefully followed the law of the
Htate in the spirit as well In the letter, and
while he may have made himself unpopular
with those who sought to gratify their mor-
bid curiosity, he felt that the man Kemmler
had profited by it and would die a far better
man than he had ever been In life.

REMMI.EB ASEEtl TnEM TO nCBBT.

Kemmler, at thla Jnneturn, wriggled a
little in his chair uneasily, and ejaculated:
"Hurry up I"

The Warden aaked him if he had anything
toaay, and Kemmler said:

"Nothing, only good-b- y good-b- boys"
and similar things.

ADir.cs cot snonT.
Even while ho waa repeating his adieus In

a bold, loud voice, there came a sudden
convulsion of his muaclcs.

Thocnrront was on for tho first lime.
When Kemmler foltowed Warden Durston

Into the presence of tbe death chair, his
carriage was orect, his step ilrm.

His eye was clear and unflinching, and he
walked with only a little
of pride.

He wore a new suit of dark clothing, and
hla hair and beard were carofully brushed.

Thoe who desired were permitted to leave
the chamber of horrors immediately, anil
then tho scientists procoeded with the
autopav.

xruMi.ER'x iMrnoVEstrT AtD
Bheriff Jenkins, of Erie County, declared

that Kemmler's improvement, both phyai-csll- y

and mentally, during his long confine-
ment In Auburn we most marked.

"Ho was n plucky fellow," said the
Bheriff. "Ho was not half ho much con-

cerned as was Warden Durston.
" He stepped nut amilinsly. took his placo

In tho chair and seemed onlv .mxlons that
the Job he done quickly and well. When the
electrode aeemed to be looao on the top of
hla head, he exclaimed with a balfbolalor-ou- a

amlle:
" Tuab her down bard. Bheriff.'"
It was Under-Bherl- ll Veling who per-

formed the work of binding the doomed
wretch to the Instrument of death.

WHAT THE POOTORH RAID.

Dr. Fell, of Buffalo, said that the voltage
of the current was between 1,200 and
MOO. and the current was applied for fif-

teen seconds.
The taking off of Kemmler, he claimed,

demonstrated that no method of Infllctlnc
the death penaltv was to lmma.no as electro-
cution, lie belioved, however, that the
dynamo should bo located nearor the execu-
tion room.

Dr. Bouthwlck said (hat the current waa
turned on at n. 40 o'clock, and Kemmler was
perfectly composed. lie aald that he was
going to a better world.

aoai.i xxMHt.En'K Nxnvr.
When Kemmler took his place In the death

chair he unbuttoned hla suspenders which
were In the way. His hand did not shake
nor hla face blanch.

Kemmler said the newspaper,, had said a
good many things about him that were

He was not insane and be had not weak-ene- d.

Aa soon as Kemmler was fastened In the
chair Warden Duraton said. "Oood-by,- "

and immediately rapped on tho door of tho
adjoining room, in which the man who was
lo pull the lever was secreted.

A second later those In the execution room
aaw tho body of the murderer of Tillla
X.lsgler draw up for a moment and then
relax.

HTJMTfltf TltOUOIlT IT A RITTESS.
Wardeu Durston tried to appear elated

over tho i emit of the experiment which he
aupciintcndod.

He declined, however, to talk of dotalla.
aaying only:

"From a aclentlflo standpoint and from
thii'tnndpoint of the humanitarian the ex.
edition was a complete succors.

"I have never seen a man hanged, but
from a humanitarian atandpolnt I am con-
fident that electrocution must be a great
improvement. "

The Warden deolared that he had not de-

termined what dlapoaltion to make ot
Kciniulor'a body.

The murderer's brother and only relative
has never aaked for hla body, and
the law permits tho Warden to give
the corpse to a medical college, or to
burr it in tho prison cemetery, in a box
tilled with quicklime, for tbo speedy de-

struction of the body.

IDs Last Night on Earth.
arvrit,TOTBSvsiiK tmi,i I

At'RfBV, N. Y Aug. fl The last night
of life for William Kemmler was spent by
the condemned man ss he bad spent many
niuhts before.

At 10 o'clock he removed hla clothing and
sank upon the cot bed, and in fle minutes
waaalrepiug like a tired child after a hard
day's play.

Juat before he fell aaleep the idea ssomed
to seize bim that ere be awakened I.arry
Doulsn would be superseded by old Daniel
McNaiigbton,

Burling up, be atld to hla watchman:
"flood-by- , old man. "
They shook hands between the gratei, and

then the man who had at the moat not half
a day to lie composed himself, aud in a
trice was fsst asleep.

l'l to an hour before, Frank Fith, the
Csnandaicua' murderer, who bad recovered
from yesterday's depression, bail thumped
hU banjo. The soft notes at "NelhoTtly"
ctme from hu tuitrument, but uow be had
laid the banjo away.

He waa not as restful aa the man who was
shout to die. He totted and turned on his
cot, and when aaleep, it was not a restful
slumber, for now and again a aigh or half
moan escaped htm.

At midnight old McNaughton, full of
thoughts and sorrow for the man

whose life he bt1 guarded for fifteen
ruoottia, relievsd the leas sentiments! Don-Ia-

and the beginning of tbe lattday was
intugurated.

Tbe morning hours crept on with slow
but relentless tread. The word had been

i given at the 0 o'clock conference laat even,
log of the invited aud appointed witnesses
that in tbe first hours of daylight tbe
rsl as to bo taken from the trspasd killed,
audit wa but a little while ere tbe whole
cit of Auburn knea .L

A--J iiixbt long the throngs of people

congregated about the maatlte prison galea,
and when the faint yellow dawn began to
light np the heat ens there were at least 100
citizens about the entrance to the Institu-
tion.

At f.10 o'clock Chrnlaln Yates, of the
prison, and Parson llmightnti, tho two good
men who had labored Incoaaantly for many
month" to turn tho mind and heart of the
butcher of woman towards the better world,
walked together up to and through the Iron
gstes of tho prison.

Hadlr, sedate and mournfully decoron.
the two men of flod passed In. heeding not
the queries of the tireless
who had stood guard at the portals all night
long.

An hour later the eminent specialists
called by Warden Duraton as witnesses.
Jarymen and spectators of tho last act In

the awful traitcdy began lo arrive.
Dr. Fell, the llnffatn physician, was the

first of the specialists to ring tbe electric
bell for admission.

It waa Juat N o'clock and hla entrance stim-
ulated the curiosity of the crowd.

Ho was followed by Drs. Bouthwlck. Dan-
iels and Fowler, and then thcro came (looms
A. Irish, of Canastota, o'loof Wardon Dur-

ston' chotcn doptitiea, but he had forgotten
bis card of Invitation and Oatcman Martin
refuted to let him In.

There was a discussion in which the citi-
zens took an active part, but tho luckless
Canaatotan had to go back to his hotel for
his ciodentlsls.

Last night the Invited visitors wcro taken
lo the chamber of death, and wcro shown
the wnrldnga of tho death-dealin- g machine.
No teat of tho machine waa made, save with
the lights and the volt meter.

Afterwards Dr. Bouthwlck stated to the
reporters that the folt meter was slightly
defective.

When informed of this Wsrden Durston.
In hla own facile, quiet way. declared that
Dr. Bouthwlck was a liar, with a big, big,
big D. He aaid tho volt meter was in per-

fect order.
Dr. W. B. Jenkins was finally selected by

Warden Durston to perform tho autopsy on
the body of Kemmler. This will completo
the experience of tho Deputy Coroner in
cases or electrical killing, as ho has handled
cases or death by wire in every conceivable
form.

Dr. Bouthwlck said laat night that the im-

mediate cauroof death bv electrical shock
had not yet boon absolutely determined. It
wan definitely known that in aoiiio case tbe
blood of the victim had been disintegrated,
while in other cases it seemed that somo
other canto had produced death.

Whether It was nervo shock or something
else, it was hoped that this day's supreme
tragedy would determine.

William Woodcock, '.he young man who
has chargo of the engine that furnishes the
power for tho dynamo, spout tbe night at
his pout.

Kemmler's Last Dwelling and tbo
Qcono Of His Do nth.

It Is sn old tradition that early in tho pres-
ent ceDtuiy, when tho western part of Now
York waa a wilderueai, just beginning to put
forth s'gna of its coming Importance; when
tbo centre of population of tho Empito .State
was moving west Instead of north from
Manhattan, aud moving at a lightning gait,
tbe Legislature conalileteda proposition to
move tho capital, and among tho clamoring
candidates for the scat ol government was

the lit t lu vlllago of Auburn, which waa tho
moat importaut town west of Albany In thoo
days.

The controversy waxed warm, and finally
Albany and Auburn struck a compromise.
Albany took tho capital and Auburn tho new
State prison.

Tho prison was finished In 1R1R, and in
tbo corner-ston- at the southeast corner,
was placed a bottle of whisker, probably as
symbolical of the poiitlon or chief agent of
the penitentiary which the whiskey la sup-
posed to hold.

'1 he prison covers thirteen acres of ground
In rectangular form and Is aurrounded by
atone walls (10 feet high and A feet thick,
except in front, where an unsightly o

wall hides tho boautlful pruon lawns from
tho view of tho passer.

Whether the tradition la true or not. tho
camal caller at Auburn will find the big
prison the mon prominent featuro of , ho
town that had boon the homo of Bewaid and
Throop.

As one atopn from tho New Y'ork Central
llalliiay train he alights almoat under the
walla of the prison, for the baatllo la Just
acioss Htato street from tliu depot.

In the ccntroof the lone walled front Is
the "keeper's gate, "a manlvc, iron-barre- d

affair, swung between posts of solid stone.
Entrriug, one ascends a great stone flight

of steps to the office, located in a square
slx.story building, flanked on cdther sldo to
the north or south, hr long wings.

Tho ofllces for Warden Durston and the
clerk arc at the right and left of tho en-

trance, and before you la " Keeper's Hall,"
presided over by a sergeant of tho guard.

Thi building and the wings, each of the
latter having a westward directed "I.''
form tho eastern end of a hollow square of
buildings within forty feet rrom the prison
walls. Workshops make the lest of the
squsre.

The wings have the 1,500 prison cells di-

vided between them, The south wing has
also tho prison hoapitst on its top floor.

Btauding sentry over this Bloomy plaoo is
"Copper John. "the handiwork or an old
convict or hair a century ago.

Copper John is perched on a bell cupola
on the top or tho main building. He la
dressed in tho ff uniform and
cocked hat of the old Continental snldiera
and carries a musket with fixed bayonet.

Copper John is made of the material im-

plied by the name, stands 11! feet high
and carries his miukei at the old "shoulder
arms'' in his let. hand. Otherwise he la
very like other militiamen. He faces the
rising aun, with the prlanu behind him.

He hat uheu his own name as a nickname
to the prison.

Jnue 4, fwss. theflovernor signed a law
passed by the Legislature on tbe recouunen.
datiou or a committee of experts, providing
that the punishment for murder after Jan.
1, 18H0, should be death by means
of an electrical current that should
be cauaed to pan throngh the body of the
condemned.

Electrical experta inented a plan for the
execution. Death waa to be canted by ap-

plying the current to tho subject while he
sat in a chair made for the purpose aud into
which he was to be strapped,

J When the law providing for executions by
I electricity was passed. Warden Duraton bad
i two "solitary" cells built lor the leception
i of doomed men. 'Ibee cells are located in

the baeement of the south ning.
They are uolated from the real of the

prison, are walled with steel, and hate
j iron backs, iron floors. Iron ceilings of

two-ioc- h cross-bar- s of angle iron, riveted
with inch bolts at the crott sections, and aa
strong at the tomb.

None of the other prisoners ever enter thla
portion ef tbe prison, and the officers, ex.
cept Kemmler's own kfeper, a're forblddtn
to go near this living tomb,

Fo comv.ete hat been Kemmler's isolation
that there was probably sot a rerson con.
nected with the prison. a,iit front Warden
aud Mrs. Durston, Keeper McNaughton,

j Chaplain Yates and tbe Iter, Dr. Houghtou,
j of the Flrat ilelhodist Church, who could
, identify bim.
' beu he was taken out for the one occa--

slon to visit Buffalo for reaentence he was eo

altered that It waa the subject of much re-

nin, rjj among the'Erle County officials.
Iho hang-do- g look had gone. The

cheeks had rilled, a dark beard had
grown, tho eyes were brighter and larger
and thn greasy old clothing had been super-
seded by a new suit of dark cloth.

Keeper Orlflltt, who opens the portals at
the main gale of Auburn 1'rlsnn for tho en-

trance and ezresa of every vltitor.flrst knew
that Kemmler had passed out and In again
nnder his very erea, shackled to a keoper.on
the nccaaion of the visit to Buffalo, when he
read it In the Buffalo despatches to the Au-

burn papers.

Kemmler's Life nnd Crime.
If vengeance were what the law seeks bv

capital punishment for murder it would get
little satisfaction out of Jhe eveut of
for the poor wretch whose life has been
taken within the shadows of Auburn Prison
has for weeks awaited thn coming of black-visnrc- d

Death with a childlike expectancy,
almost impatience.

Born at 2ft .11 North Pecond atreet. In the
slums of Philadelphia, in 1RH0, William
Kemmlor was one of a family of eleven chll-drot- i.

Hla rather was a German Lutheran,
vory pooc,

l'he boy never knew a trade. As a child
he attended a German school and learned a
little. Hut he was soon tsken fromthe
school to help hit father, who was a butcher,
and forgot everything he bail learned.

Afterwards he worked for others as a

butcher. Then ho sold vegetables as a
huckster, and one of his customers was Mrs.
Matilda Zeleler, of Camden, N. J., directly
aero tho river from Philadelphia.

In October. 1KHR, Kemmler waa married
In Camden to a woman by Iho name of Ida
Prtcr.
Two davs after his wedding he deserted

his bride, mid ran away with Mrs. Zeigler.
They went to Buffalo and became a part of

tho drift of the half world so unknown to
tho other half.

Kemmler and his paramour lived like ani-
mals In the worst district of Buffalo. Their
life was a continual carouse. Interrupted by
froqueiit quarrels.

Kenimterweariod of tho woman, but, like
his clans, he did not know how to free him-
self, and he remained to bicker and quarrol
with her.

Bho filched his scanty store of money aud
spent It in wild debauch with other men and
women, till that fatal morning ot March
1 HHft, wlion. In the course of an unusually
severe quarrel, Kemmler rclzd a hatchet
and. In a frenzy resulting from thn dehaunh
or the night before, killed TlllieZelglor.

Bhe had Just put their humble breakfast
on tho tabic. Kemmler upbraided her for
her Intimacy with a Bpaniard known aa
" Yellow "Dchclla. and aa alio approochod
hn seized the hatchot and sent it crushing
into her forehead.

Then ho hacked nnd chopped her head,
shoulders, breait and body until they were
only masses of bloedlng, trembling llosh
and protruding bones.

llien he dropped the Implement of death
and strode out of the house. Vialtlns sev-

eral neighbors ho told them, the blood drip-Din- g

from bis fingers and his faco and
clothing reeking in core, that ho had killod
Tillio.

"I'm glad I've killed her." he said, not
snvagoly nor exultlngly, but as ho might
have said that It was a pleasant day.

"I'm glad I'ro killed her. I had to do It.
and I'm willing to hang for it,"

Tlllie Zeiglor's little child, that had been
brought by the couple when they eloped
from Camden, was found crouching In
tenor in one corner of tho room where her
mother bad beon butchorod.

Justice was awlft of foot in the case of this
sottish bruto. for exactly two weeks later
Justice Childs, of the Erie County Court of
Oyer and Terminer, sentenced William
Kemmler to die by electricity within Auburn
Prison, during the week beginning June
U4, 1SHP.

Tho Jury on the trial renderod their ver-
dict of "guilty of murder in the first de-

gree " on May o, Kemmler's twenty-nint- h

birthday.
In sentencing Kemmlor Justice Childs

Bald:
" Tho testimony showa that your conduct

waa dlasoluto to a great degree; that) on
feared that she would leave you and return
to her forsaken hnabaud; that yon forsook
your wifo and ruined Tlllie Ziogler; that
you cruelly and deliberately planned her
murder and brutally executed It, Tho
verdict was eminently just. The Court ad-

vises you to spend tho remaining days of
your time on earth In attempting to secure
Divine pardon after due repentance. Mar
God have mercy on your soul I"

The only person In com t not stirred with
emotion at thia moment was Kemmler him-sol- f.

Heonly growleila little and shuffled
back to his cell lu the Jail.

Ills counsel, Mr. Hatch, excepted to the
form of punishment as cruel and unusual,
and within tho meaning or the interdiction
contained in the Constitution.

Next day. May IS, Kemmler, waa taken to
Auburn Prison, there to await, in solitary
confinement, the coming of death.

Up to this point Kemmler's life had been
baldly different from that ofa brute. There
had beou no auch thing as love in it, He
had little more intelligence than an animal,
and pnaiested not one scintilla ot acquired
knowledge.

lie says that he waa plied with liquor In
thu Buffalo jail, in order that a confession
might be wormed out of him.

Dubjpu his arrival at Auburn he entered a
new atmosphere. He was placed in one of
two cells prepared especially for the recep-
tion or condemned murderers tinder the
provisions of the Electrical Executions law.

That cell was Isolated from the balance
of tho prison and at quiet aa the tomb. It
waa neat and clean aud furniahed with a
comfortable bed.

It was probably tbe finest apartments Will,
lam Kemmler had eer occupied; the molt
cleanly, tho moat free from tumult.

Over Kemmler was placed a guard, and
tbe mau chosen, Daniel McNaughton, was a
boary.headed old Scotchman, devout and
full of goodutsi.

At first Kemmler was morote and ugly,
but little by little the gentle, allver.halrod
McNaughton wooed the brute that had been
placed in hla kieping. Wooed him from
himself.

Did Daniel McNanghtou la a g

man, and he felt from the first that Kemm-
ler's soul, as well as hts body, was in his
keeping, and he set about tbe deal of work
mg tbe murderer into "hat hebelietcd in
hit heart of hearts to be tbe only path to a
future life of peace and joy.

How well bis tfiorts hate aucreeded can
bett be gatherei from the lips of the man
himself. Kemmler aaid the other day ;

' "I am glad that I came to Auburn. I waa
never happy before. I am a uew man. I
have no fear of death, but I would like to
be free for a little while to tbow the world
what good I could do now that I have

i learned."
j

'
Kemmltr could not tellms oneletter of tbe

alpl abet from another, when ha became
Daniel McNaughton's charm.

Now he spells and resell from a pictorial
primer given to him by hit gentle-hearte- d

' keeper, and lu an ecstasy of pride be ex- -

claims :
"r-e-e I I didn't know anything when I

j came to old Daniel. Now look, I can write
stood."

This la what the doomed man scrawled
upon ablt

The LegM Flffht Over tho Case.
Meantime, while Keeper McNaughton was

preparing the mind and heart of William
Kemmler for eternity, tho lawyers were try-

ing their bett to tare bim from the impend-
ing doom,

The jay after Kemmler's conviction
Charles B. Hatch, of Buffalo, applied to
Justice Charles C. Dwlght. of tho Bupreme
Court, and got a writ of habeas corpus for
tho murderer, returnable before B. Edwin
Dav.then Judge of Cayuga Cotinty.alleging
that the sentence of Kemmler to death by
electricity involved a cruel and unusual
punishment in the meaning ot tho phrase aa

uaed lr. thn Constitution.
A referee waa appointed to take the testi-

mony of experts, and for four months the
electrical wizards were probed for Informs
tlon as to the effect of the cleotric shook on
man. W. Bourke Cochran being finally

in behalf of Kemmler, and the Btate's
Aaalatant Attoruey.Gcnoral Poste opposing
tho idea of tho people. .

On Oct. D laat Jndge Day rendered his
decision in an exhaustive opinion. It was
against Kemmler.

The matter waa carried to the Court pf
Appeals, aud tho highest tribunal in the
Btato decided. March10, that tbe law was
constitutional.

Next day Kemmler was taken to Buffalo
and resentenced by Justice Childs to die
during tho week beginning April 20.

All preparations wero made. Experta in
electrical work and in snrgery gatherod in
Auburn to wltnnta the great experiment on
a human being.

Forty reirtora from all over the country
gathered, too, for though the law prohibited
tho publication of any detalla.no newspaper
worthy tho name proposed to be

dawned and waxed and waned,
diagglng in awful slowness over the Ipeace-fu- l

llttlo city of Auburn, but with how much
more slowncaa to the dying man in that
silent cell

Warden Durston could give no Idea of
wben the lever should bo shifted that would
tend William Kemmler to eternity.

Tuesday dawned with a ghoulish coterie
of weary-eye- d reportets. faithful to their
duty, watching every sign that might issue
from tho gloomy old prison.

'Iho sun was nearinc tho zenith, and still
thoro was no sign of the dieadful event that
all were waiting for.

Kemmler had been, to all Intents and pur-
poses, dead for thirty-si- x hours or at least
thirtr-si- x hours had elapsed at any moment
of which the murdeier mlsht havo been led
out from his cell, placed in the chair and
legally banished from tho face of tho earth,
whon Boger M. Bhetman. or Now York,
stepped rrom a Now York Ceutral train and
pasted quickly across tho streot into the
prison and straight to the offlco or Warden
Duraton.

He had in his hand a formal legal docu-
ment which was almost a resurrection to the
man in tho death cell below stairs. It was a
writ of habeas corpus granted by United
Btatcs Circuit Judgo William Wallace. In
New Y'ork, requiring Warden Durston to
produce William Kemmler before htm at
Canaudalgua the third Monday in June, that
the question of whether the Htate Elcctrocn-tlo- n

law were not in contravention of the
constitutional law of tho United Btatcs in
that it providod an unuanal and inhnmau
punishment, might be decided. '

Warden Duraton was too evidently full of
oy at thla reapite, though ho said he had

no hope of the final rescue of his prisoner.
He took the ncwa to Kemmler, and the man
commented simply: "Well, I'm rather glad
of that, "and then returnod to the childish
oocupation of making cat's cradles with a
hit of twine.

Lawyer Bherman appeared before the
full bench of the Hupreme Court of the
United Htatcs. to which the case waa trans,
ferrod a few days later, hut it was useleis.
The appeal was dismiiecd.

In order to quiet the conscience of War-
den Durston, who is an old lawyor himself.
Judge Underwood, of Cayuga County,
issued a Btato writ of habeas corpus, and it
waa signed a week after the Bupreme
Court's adverse decision, and, as a matter of
course, dismissed.

iu June, at Canandafgna, Judgo Wallace
nent through the formality or dismissing
the writ issued bv him, and there seemed to
be no obstacle to the execution of tho mur-

derer.
But there was one more. Mr. Hatch, of

Buffalo, raised the point that the Legisla-
ture could not take from the Bheriff of Erio
County his light to hold
pritonera condemned to death.

This waa decldod against tho proponent,
and tben an effort was made by the Westing-hous- e

Electrlo Company, whose machine
was to be used in dealing death to Kemmler.
Tbey attempted to institute a suit or re-

plevin against the Htate to compel the return
of the three machines In thn three prisons to
that company, on the ground that the bad
been procured by fraud and with the

discrediting the machine.
The electrical companies are very careful

to whom they sell their machine', and
Harold P. Brown, who was engaged by the
Htate Commission to procure and set up the
death-dealin- g apparatus, was uuable to pro-
cure them thtough tbe regular channels,
Hu he engaged agent', who succeeded iu
purchasing at electrical junk shops the
necessary appliances second. hand, and o- -,

trntlbly to be used in electrlo lighting iu
cities of Bouth America.

The machines were shipped to South
America, aud reshtpped from there to
Harold P. Brown, oue for Auburn, one for
Sing Sing aud one for Cliuton Prison, at
Dannemora.

Tho Westinghouse Company set up this
proceodlng, but it was of no avail. Ihe
case never came to trial, and Kemmler was
taken to Buffalo once more, and on July :i,
the time for hit elocution was again set by
Juatlco Child.

llv thU sentence the execntion waa fixed
for some time within the neck beginning
Aug. 4.

Kemmler never once auagetted that he

had any hop of escape from ihA death pun-

ishment by the law, nor complained of its
severity.

He accepted It apparently, as a Jnel pun
lahment according to the new light he bad
received.

Tho Law nnd the Instruments.
The taw under which William Kemmler

waa executed was passed by the Legislature
May 11, 188A, and became a law by the
signature of Gov, Hill June 4, 1H88.

It was the result of an agitation started by
a recommendation of Gov. Hill, In his an-

nual message to the Legislature of Jan. 1,
188ft, In which ho said:

"The present mode of executing criminals
by hanging has come down to us from the
Dark Ages, aud it may well be questionod
whether tbo science of the present day can-
not provido a means for taking the life of
such as are condemned to death In a lest
barbarous manner. I commend this sug-
gestion to the consideration of the Legisla-
ture."

In 1880 the Society for the Prevention of
Crime took the matter up, and aa a reautt
Elbrldge T. Gerry. Dr. Bouthwlck, of Buf-
falo, and Matthew Hale, of New York, were
appointed a Commission to draft a substi-
tute for tho old law of capital punishment
by hanging.

They reported In favor of executions by
tho eloctrio current, and their recommen-
dations were embodied In the present law.

By this law hanging was abolished after
January 1, 1880, and death by electricity
wasaubatltuted.

The law provides that the prisoner con-
victed of murder in the first degree should
be sentenced to be put to death by electricity
not loss than four nor more than eight
weeks from the day of senteuce; that tho
warrant of death should be addressed to tho
Agent and Warden of the Btato orison to
which convicts of that Judical district wero
sent, and that tho Shoriff of Ihe county In
which the conviction was had should de-

liver the person of the convicted dofendant
to tho Warden of the prison withiu ten days
after sentence; that the Warden of the
prison should couflno tho coudomced
prisoner in a silent cell, apart from other
prisoners; that no person save the officers
of tho prison, his physlc'an, his inime-dlat- o

family and a minister of religion.
If the priaoner drairod, should be per-
mitted to visit him after sentence; that
on some day within tho week of the
sentence, thn Wardon shonld execute the
condemned by the application of a current
of electricity to his body, and that only
twenty-aeve- u persons should be prcsont
twelve citizens as a Coroner's Jury; soven
special deputy shci Ills, two physicians, two
ministers of religion, the Judge before whom
the man was tried, tho Bheriff of the county
in which he was convicted, and the District
Attorney of that couuty, besides the Agent
and Warden.

After all this, by the law. the body Is to be
buried with religious services iu the Drlsou
cemetery, unless the relatives of tho peraon
so executed claim tho body.

Tho Donth Chamber and Fatal
Switch.

tsvPTx.TOTnr.rvff' woa.D.l
AcntTitN, Aug. 0. An Eveniso World

reporter has been permitted to make a visit
to the underground room prepared for
Kemmlor's exrcutlon and to look upon the
apparatus controlling the fatal current,

In company with Warden Durston the
viaitor descended the stairway leading from
tho chapel corridor of the priaon to the long
hall through which the couvicts march on
their way to dinner.

At the foot of the stairs, on the right, was
a cloned door, aeciuely faatened, behind
which tbe murderer was confined.

raising along the hall about fifty feet, the
Warden led the way into a large, baro room,
directly under tho pr.a'on clerk'a office, and
which was formerly used at the keepers'
mess-roo-

There the convict choir rehearses Hb
hymns for Bunday and occasionally holds a
select concert,

The next room that waa entered was tbe
lavatory and reception-roo- for newly ar-
rived convicts, where the forger, embezzler
or aueak thief all have to change their citi-
zen's dres for the uniform of the State.

This was the room selected for the execu-
tion of Kemmler. and there were arrayed,
harmless for tho time, the meant through
whloh death was sooh to send its summons.

Tho room waa about 17 feet wide by !25

feet long, and waa dimly lighted by two
d wlndowa, about four feet above

tho floor, and which looked out upon the
front entrance of the prison.

Between the windows was placed the board
on which were arraugod tho switches, volt-
meter, Ac.

The board was about 8 feet long and 3H
feet high.

At the left waa a common electrlo pnah
button, communicating with the dynamo
room, 1,000 feet away, in the north wing
of Hie prison and to bo used for signalling.

Next to the electric pnah button on tbe
right was a Ciidrtws r, to register
the force of tho current.

Next was a small switch to turn the current
off and on at the meter. To the right of
this wa the reducing box for the volt-mel-

and electric lamp box, which is next on the
right.

There wero twenty-fon- r Incandescent
lamps on the box, not for the purpose of
lighting the room, but to show when the
current was on and running steadily.

Then came tho main switches.
The flrat one was to short-circu- it the cur-

rent, which, coming in Ihe north window,
was to pass through the first switch and go
back on the other wire out through tbo same
a indow to the dynamo.

The awitch waa a copper lever, about l.r
inches long, and had a wooden handle
which the cautions Warden rroposed to
bay. oovered with rubber before the day it
was to be put to use.

The other switch was tbe counterpart of
the first oue, but was to be left open until
Kemmler a as seated in bis chair and the cap
adjusted.

Tben the flrat awitch was to be opened and
tbe aecondone cloaed.

The current of electricity would thus pass
through the wire connected with Kemmler,
and so through his body,

Tbe chair was not on exhibition, but a
hoard was nailed to the ceiling, near the
centre or thn room, to which the wires were
to be attache), and uuder which 'he chair
was to be placed.

The wires were dangling from the celling
on the occasion of the reporter's visit,

Tho distance from Kemmler's cell to the
spot where the chair waa to be placed was
only about eighteen feat,

Tbe room in which he waa confined was
next south of the room of execution, and
the reporter could hear through the closed1
door the muffled lonet ot the prisoner and

his keeper in conversation, together with H
the steady tread of the latter, aa he paead H
np and down tbe corridor in frpnt of the H
cell.

The dimenaiona of the cell-roo- were ob-- H
tained ftorn the Iter. O. A. Ilouchton, the H
spiritual adriser of Kemmler, the reverend Hgentleman measuring the room aud cells HI
with a tape, assisted by Kemmler hlmaelf, HI

There naa a Ali-fo- corridor running la HI
front of tbe cells ami one 4H feet In width jH
at the side nearest the front of the prison. HI

It is in these corridors that KoramUr took HJ
all of his eierciae, which conaiated of JH
promenade about twentr-fourfuet- extent. jH
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A short time n;o alaily living near Haiti- - Hj
more lost a sum of money Atbile ahonplnx Hj
in the city, says the Ilaltinuire Am. Bhe HJ
adt urtibtd the loss in the $un last Friday. Hj
directiuc thai the money be left with tba Hgrocers Hopper. McCiaw & Co. R

The lady said the would come again op HJWednesday On Saiuulay the uinoey HJuna returned to the grocery by it lady re- - HI
siding ou Muther street. Ml

Eruly Monday moraine the loser of Hi
the money came smiling into the stor HI
and aaid to Mr. Hopper: HJ

"You'Te got my money 1" HI
Hhe thereupon told bim that she bad HJ

had a dream bunday mgbt, in wblcu she HJ
aaw the store, the entrance of tbe nnder HJ
and tie whola transaction o; the return of HJ
the money- - HBhe described the finder and the entire H
conversation with to much miuutene H
that Mr. Hopper was astounded. H


